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Marshall to make waves for ‘Fun in the Sun!’ at next week’s
Homecoming 2022
OCTOBER 25, 2022
Marshall’s Homecoming celebration this week will bring
together alumni, family, friends and community members for the
annual gathering. The Homecoming theme, “Fun in the Sun!”
highlights the Herd’s first year in the Sun Belt Conference.
“We’re thrilled to welcome our Herd alumni back to campus for
a week filled with tradition and pride,” said Matt James,
executive director of the Marshall University Alumni
Association. “After multiple years navigating the COVID-19 pandemic, we’re thankful to finally
get back to normal with this year’s schedule of events and truly celebrate what it means to be a
member of the Marshall family.”
At 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 27, Marshall’s Homecoming parade will march down the streets of
Huntington, featuring Jim Datin as grand marshal. Datin recently retired as president and chief
executive officer of BioAgilytix, a leading global bioanalytical contract research organization.
Datin graduated from Marshall in 1985 with a degree in marketing and was inducted into
Marshall’s Lewis College of Business and Brad D. Smith Schools of Business Hall of Fame in
2018.
This year, the parade will begin on Fourth Avenue at 10th Street and travel east to Hal Greer
Boulevard, where it will move up to Fifth Avenue and continue east to 17th Street at Harless
Dining Hall. For those who are unable to attend the Homecoming parade in person, a livestream
of the event may be viewed at https://www.facebook.com/marshallu.
The annual bonfire is scheduled to take place immediately following the parade on Harless Field
(located between Harless Dining Hall and City National Bank). Music will be played on site by
Kindred Communications. There will be special appearances by coaches, players, cheerleaders
and more.

On Friday, Oct. 28, Picnic on the Plaza returns from 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. The event features
free food, music, a pep rally and photo booth, presented by the Marshall University Alumni
Association. The event is free and open to students, alumni and the university community.
From 5:30 to 10 p.m. the Marshall University Alumni Association Board of Directors will host
the Homecoming StamFEED. Alumni, family and friends will experience downtown Huntington
and the city’s best drinks and eats. Locations include Summit Beer Station, Sip Downtown
Brasserie, Marshall Hall of Fame Café and the Cellar Door. Tickets are $60 and include a
commemorative Homecoming 2022 glass. To purchase tickets,
visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/424121206947.
At 8 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 29, the Homecoming Stampede 5K, presented by the Alumni
Association, will feature a campus-focused run/walk with awards for multiple age groups.
Registration and the start of the race both take place on the Memorial Student Center Plaza.
At 4 p.m., three hours before kickoff, the annual Marshall Alumni and Family Tailgate will take
place in the Joan C. Edwards Stadium East Lot, beside the Chris Cline Indoor Athletic Complex.
The tailgate features food, drinks, music and special guest appearances. Tickets to attend are $15.
The Thundering Herd will take on Coastal Carolina University at Joan C. Edwards Stadium.
During halftime, the Homecoming Court will be crowned on the field.
To learn more about the week’s calendar of events, visit https://www.herdalum.com/calendarof-events.
Other student-focused events taking place can be found by
visiting https://www.marshall.edu/homecoming/events/.

Homecoming week activities kick off with Unity Walk
OCTOBER 25, 2022
Marshall officially kicked off Homecoming week Oct. 24, as faculty, staff, students, family and
alumni come together in a bold display of unity, inclusion and oneness.
The signature event takes place each year with a march around campus, followed by food,
fellowship and fun.
“As one of the co-creators of this event 10 years ago, we envisioned a family reunion for all of
Herd Nation,” said Matt James, executive director of alumni relations. “As the concept evolved
over the years, we incorporated the announcement of our Homecoming Court and added a guest
speaker whose remarks have always focused on the importance of diversity and inclusion on our
campus. We are so proud the Unity Walk is now an annual event and has become known as the
official launch for Homecoming.”
James says the idea behind the event is deeply rooted in the #MarshallUFamily mantra.

“The Unity Walk embodies what it means to be a member of the Marshall Family,” said James.
“A gathering of individuals from all backgrounds and affiliations brought together by one
common purpose: our love for one another and for our great university. We hope those who
attend all feel a part of something much larger than themselves – one, united campus
community.”
Activities included special speakers, including Jessica Kern Huff, CEO and CFO of the Jessica
Kern Foundation, Marshall University President Brad D. Smith, Vice President of Intercultural
and Student Affairs Dr. Marcie Simms and Student Body President and Vice President Isabella
Griffiths and Walker Tatum.
The path for the walk begins at the Rec Center, where half of the group will turn toward Third
Avenue on 20th Street while the other half of the group turns toward Fifth Avenue. The two
groups reunite on the Memorial Student Center Plaza, where the winners of the Unity Walk’s
Banner Contest will be revealed, along with the announcement of Marshall’s Homecoming
Court.
Simms says the walk is an excellent opportunity for the Marshall community to step outside of
offices and classrooms to embrace differences.
“The Unity Walk is a kickoff to Marshall Homecoming,” said Simms. “To me, Homecoming
represents family, fellowship and fun. This event reminds us that although we are all different,
we are one Marshall family.”

Free hernia screenings available at Marshall Surgery
OCTOBER 18, 2022
Marshall Surgery is offering free hernia screenings Friday, Oct. 28, from noon to 3 p.m. at its
office on the second floor of the Marshall University Medical Center located at 1600 Medical
Center Drive, Huntington.
Hernias develop in the abdominal, groin and chest area. Symptoms range from a bulge, swelling,
sense of feeling full to heartburn, indigestion and difficulty swallowing. The most common types
of hernias are inguinal or femoral hernias, which are caused by weakened muscles in the
abdominal and groin area. Anyone can develop them; specific risk factors include being male,
family history, chronic cough or constipation, weight lifting and pregnancy.
Participating surgeons include Farzad Amiri, M.D., and Yinan Wei, M.D. Both are certified by
the American Board of Surgeons and specialize in minimally invasive robotic surgery.
“Getting screened is important because hernias do not go away on their own and can cause
complications if left untreated,” explained David A. Denning, M.D., professor and chair of the
department of surgery at the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. “Not
everyone seen that day will have one. Our goal for this event is to determine what is causing the
individual pain and discomfort and the best course of action to treat it.”
Interested participants are advised to call and make a reservation for a screening. While
participants wait for their appointments, they will have the opportunity to learn more about
hernias, including treatment and prevention.
To make a reservation, or for more information, call Marshall Surgery, an outpatient
department of Cabell Huntington Hospital, at 304-691-1200.

R.E.S.P.E.C.T.: A Celebration of the Music of Aretha
Franklin
OCTOBER 25, 2022
Farell White & Legg, PLLC and the
Marshall Artists Series
present R.E.S.P.E.C.T., an
electrifying tribute celebrating the
legendary Aretha Franklin. This
incredible concert event will take
place at the Keith-Albee Performing
Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday
Nov. 1.

This concert experience takes audiences on a journey of love, tragedy, courage, and triumph.
Starring a live band and supreme vocalists, come experience a night of music by one of the
greatest artists of all time. The concert features all your favorite hits in one evening, including
“Natural Woman,” “Think,” “I Knew You Were Waiting for Me,” “Chain of Fools,” “Respect,”
and many more. You’ll be out of your seat and dancing in the aisles as you lose yourself in the
music that inspired a generation.
This brand-new production is adapted from Australian touring smash-hit, RESPECT—The
Aretha Franklin Story starring Angie Narayan (Australian Idol), also known as Australia’s “Soul
Mama”, which continues to play to sold out audiences across Australia.
Tickets for R.E.S.P.E.C.T. are $98.42/$81.97/$71/$64.42. Tickets may be purchased by calling
304-696-6656 or at ticketmaster.com. Tickets may also be purchased at the Marshall Artists
Series box office located in the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center on Fifth Avenue on the
Huntington campus of Marshall University. Box Office hours are Monay through Friday, noon to
4 p.m.
Other sponsors for R.E.S.P.E.C.T. include Dr. David and Mrs. Sharon Denning, the Cabell
Huntington Convention & Visitor’s Bureau, The Chirico Family, iHeart Radio, WSAZ, and the
Herald Dispatch.

Countdown to Commencement Activities Planned for Nov 1
and Nov 2
OCTOBER 25, 2022
Marshall University students looking
toward graduation will have the
opportunity to get everything they need in
one place on Tuesday, Nov. 1, and
Wednesday Nov. 2.
The semi-annual Countdown to
Commencement is scheduled for the Don
Morris Room in the Memorial Student
Center on Tuesday, Nov. 1, and
Wednesday, Nov. 2, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. The event is hosted each year by Student Affairs in
preparation for commencement exercises. This year’s winter commencement will be held
Saturday, Dec. 10 at Mountain Health Arena. The Countdown to Commencement event is open
to all 2022 July, August and tentative December graduates. For more information about
commencement, visit www.marshall.edu/commencement.

“Countdown to Commencement always marks the beginning of exciting times as graduation
nears for our students,” University Registrar Dr. Sonja Cantrell-Johnson said. “Countdown to
Commencement provides our students with a wonderful opportunity to take care of all the things
that go with commencement, in one place.”
Students will also be able to write thank you cards, decorate their cap and enjoy refreshments
while preparing for commencement. Students who receive a stamp from each table will be
entered for a drawing to win a diploma frame from Jostens.
The following services are available at Countdown to Commencement:
Registrar’s Office — Students can verify graduation status, name format, and address for
mailing diplomas; confirm commencement participation; obtain commencement instructions;
receive recognition cords for military service or ROTC; pick up honor cords and tassels (if
graduating with academic honors); and have an opportunity to report any special needs or
concerns related to the event. International students can talk with university officials regarding
the receipt of diplomas upon completion of degree. Requirements will be provided for having the
diploma mailed to an address outside of the U.S. or for third party pick up of the diploma.
Marshall University Bookstore – Students can be measured for and purchase their caps and
gowns, as well as purchase tassels, diploma frames, class rings and more.
Jostens – Students can purchase their Marshall University Class of 2022 rings. Also, students
can order graduation announcements.
Legacy Photography – Cap and gown portraits will be taken. There is no sitting fee, no
obligation to purchase and free proofs will be available within 24 hours of the sitting.
Career Education – Students are encouraged to notify the Office of Career Education about
their post-graduation plans for assistance along their career paths. Information and support will
be available on job-related questions, resume assistance, interview skills and more.
Office of the Bursar – Students may talk with staff about anything concerning their student
accounts, holds, account balances and loan counseling interviews.
Financial Aid – Students may pick up information about upcoming financial aid workshops in
which they may learn about default prevention, debt management, loan repayment, loan
consolidation and loan forgiveness/cancellation programs. They also will have the opportunity to
complete their loan exit counseling.
Alumni Relations/Brad D. Smith Foundation Hall – Students can learn about the benefits of a
Marshall University Alumni Association membership as well as opportunities for contributing to
the university after graduation.
Intercultural Affairs – All African and African American graduates are encouraged to stop by
for information and to enroll for purposes of participating in the Donning of Kente celebration.

Graduate Studies Information – A graduate admission counselor will be available to discuss
graduate programs and assist with the admission process.
For more information about commencement, visit www.marshall.edu/commencement.

Modified toys contribute to Augmentative and Alternative
Communication awareness
OCTOBER 25, 2022
Graduate students from the Department of Communication
Disorders celebrated Augmentative and Alternative
Communication (AAC) Awareness this month by modifying
battery-operated toys to be activated by students with all types of
motor capabilities.
Under the instruction of Kelly Young, speech-language
pathologist and assistant professor, the graduate students learned
cost-effective ways to adapt toys to meet the learning needs of
many students. This is the second year that the MUCD department has celebrated AAC
Awareness with a donation to Cabell County Schools. This year the graduate students were
happy to donate the adapted toys to Jonna Davis’ special education classroom at Huntington
High School.

Deadline for honors seminar proposals is Monday, Jan. 23
OCTOBER 25, 2022
What is a course that you dream of doing? The Honors College provides faculty of programs
from across the university the opportunity to design and teach Honors Seminars on subjects that
inspire them, but that they may not have the opportunity to teach within their regular teaching
duties. Faculty in our small sections of HON 480 work with outstanding, highly-motivated
students to actively explore a subject together from an interdisciplinary approach. The college
serves the entire university with majors in all programs. The Honors College provides a space
where people from all over the university come together to share ideas. We are an academic
crossroads where collaboration is foundational.
The Honors College new seminar proposal and repeat seminar application deadline is Monday
23 January 2022. Proposals for new upper-level, interdisciplinary honors seminars to be taught
as early as Fall 2023 can be submitted online through a form found on the Teaching Honors page
of the Honors College website at https://www.marshall.edu/honors/teaching/. Full details and
helpful information for preparing proposals are available there. Accepted proposals are
scheduled as special topic sections of HON 480, which serves as a core upper-division course in
the required Honors Curriculum for students in the college. Seminar proposals undergo review
by the Honors College Curriculum and Policy Committee at least one semester prior to the
semester in which an approved seminar will be offered. For faculty who have previously taught
sections of HON 480, a shorter repeat (or updated) application is also due on that date. Please
note that all Student Credit Hours (SCH) for faculty teaching HON courses will be credited
to their home department.
If you are interested in teaching for the Honors College, but not sure if you are ready to submit a
proposal for review next semester, please reach out to discuss your ideas with us
at honorscollege@marshall.edu. Thank you for your interest in contributing to the mission of
honors education at Marshall.

Applications sought for geriatric research project
OCTOBER 25, 2022
The Department of Internal Medicine at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine seeks
applications for clinical and/or translational research projects focused on topics relevant to

geriatric patients, including but not limited to blindness, dementia, falls and mobility disorders,
diabetes, hearing loss and cardiovascular disease.
Principal investigators must hold a faculty appointment in any college or school at Marshall
University with at least one PI or co-investigator from the Department of Internal Medicine.
Requests must be $25,000 or less. Deadline to apply is 5 p.m. Dec. 16, 2022.
>>Apply Now

Marshall hosts ribbon-cutting for expanded digital forensics
lab
OCTOBER 25, 2022
Marshall hosted a ribbon-cutting Oct. 24 for the newly expanded West Virginia State Police
Digital Forensics Lab, located at the Marshall University Forensic Science Center’s annex. With
800 additional square feet of space, the now 1,400-square-foot lab accommodates more space for
Marshall students to complete internships with the state police.
The expansion was made possible by a donation of $150,000 from Operation Underground
Railroad (OUR), which brings together former CIA, Navy SEALs, and Special Ops operatives to
conduct activities around the globe, partnering with law enforcement agencies to rescue victims
of sex trafficking, as well as providing services to help them heal.
Marshall has a well-established relationship with OUR. In the 2017-2018 academic year,
Marshall University students teamed up with OUR for a project that resulted in the rescue of
nearly 40 child trafficking victims and the arrest of 10 suspected traffickers. It involved
trafficking taking place in Latin America, the Caribbean and Southeast Asia.
With the donation from OUR, Marshall could add stations specifically for student interns to the
West Virginia State Police Digital Forensics Lab, enhancing opportunities for students to get
valuable hands-on experience. It will be used by student interns from three different academic
programs, the M.S. in Forensic Science, M.S. in Cyber Forensics and Security, and B.S. in Cyber
Forensics and Security.
“This is an incredible opportunity because very few universities have a working digital forensics
lab on campus,” said John Sammons, associate director of Marshall’s Institute for Cyber
Security. “We can’t thank OUR enough. OUR has made such an impact on this horrific problem
afflicting not only West Virginia, but communities around the world. This incredibly generous
donation is just one way they are making a difference. This gift has the added benefit of not only
impacting the investigative work, but also the training and education of the people battling this
problem into the future.”
Marshall University President Brad D. Smith spoke at the ribbon-cutting event Monday, along
with representatives of Operation Underground Railroad and the West Virginia State Police.
The West Virginia State Police Digital Forensics Unit (DFU) at Marshall University’s Forensic
Science Center started operations in June 2006 due to exponential growth in computer-facilitated
crime, especially child sexual exploitation. The lab was fully funded by grants obtained by Dr.

Terry Fenger, former director of the Marshall University Forensic Science Center, and by grants
awarded from ICAC (Internet Crimes Against Children) to the state police.
Equipped with the industry’s standard and most effective forensic tools and software and under
the leadership of Cpl. Robert J. Boggs, the DFU at Marshall has logged well over 1,000 cases,
including thousands of digital media items, for full forensic analysis since 2006. Forty percent of
the cases submitted to the lab are child related, and 99% involve felony investigations including
murder, drug, financial, fraud, and other crimes.
Marshall interns assist West Virginia State Police analysts with much-needed, timely research,
and the expansion will be a tremendous help, Boggs said.
“Operation Underground Railroad is awesome,” he said. “Most citizens have no idea or don’t
realize just how many people are involved with CSAM (child sexual abuse materials). Children
are the very foundation of everything we are. It all starts with them. Operating an effective
digital forensics lab is very expensive. Operation Underground Railroad understands this and has
supported our efforts generously. I thank them for the support and understanding about the many
facets of crimes against children, internationally and here at home.”

Marshall board approves new phase for baseball stadium
OCTOBER 25, 2022
Marshall University’s Board of Governors
approved a resolution at their meeting last
week allowing the second phase of
construction for the new baseball stadium to
proceed.
The $3.4 million project includes the addition
of two metal buildings that would house the
visiting team locker room, batting cages,
additional offices and storage.
Additionally, the board approved the rebirth
of the men’s track indoor and outdoor program at the university. Competition is expected to
begin this academic year in the Sun Belt Conference.
In other athletics news, the board okayed a switch to the Missouri Valley Conference for the
women’s swimming and diving team because the Sun Belt Conference doesn’t currently support
the sport. If the Sun Belt adds women’s swimming and diving in the future, the agreement
allows for the possibility of an early exit.

Other action during last week’s meeting included approval of a minor revision to a financial
policy that governs salaries for classified and non-classified personnel, approval of revised
mission weights for the West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission’s higher education
funding formula and updates from finance, facilities and internal audit.
Following a lengthy executive session, the board approved naming rights for the Athletics
Department, the Lewis College of Business, the College of Health Professions and the College of
Education and Professional Development. Announcement of the names will be made later.
Four board members were ceremonially sworn in at the meeting by Cabell County Chief Circuit
Judge Greg Howard. They included James Smith, Kipp Bodnar, Ginny T. Lee and Isabella
Griffiths.
Marshall’s next board meeting is scheduled for Dec. 14.
————
Photo: Cabell County Circuit Judge Greg Howard delivers the oath of office to Marshall
University Board of Governors members (l. to r.) James Smith, Kipp Bodnar, Ginny T. Lee and
Isabella Griffiths.

Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital establish clinic
for patients experiencing long COVID
OCTOBER 25, 2022
A new clinic established by Marshall Health and Cabell Huntington Hospital (CHH) supports
patients who continue to experience symptoms weeks and months after having COVID-19, a
condition often referred to as “long COVID.”
Marshall Health Pulmonologists Imran T. Khawaja, M.D., and Mohammed AlJasmi, M.D., are
leading a multidisciplinary team of physical therapists, mental health professionals, neurologists
and social workers to provide ongoing care and treatment for patients 18 or older who are
experiencing long-term effects from a COVID-19 infection. Patients will be seen at the CHH
Center for Lung Health, located at 1305 Elm Street in Huntington.
Patients with long COVID may experience persistent COVID-related symptoms for at least three
months or more than 30 days after hospitalization with COVID-19. As many as 20% to 25% of
patients may suffer from one or more symptoms that persist nine months or longer after COVID19, according to CDC data published in May 2022.

Long COVID symptoms vary from patient to patient but may include shortness of breath,
persistent pneumonia/fibrosis, fatigue, fever, gastrointestinal disorders, difficulty thinking or
concentrating, difficulty sleeping, heart palpitations and/or joint pain, among others.
“We are still learning about the effects of ‘long COVID,’ since it is a new syndrome,” said
Khawaja, professor and chief of pulmonary, critical care and sleep medicine at the Marshall
University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine and medical director of the CHH Sleep
Disorders Center and medical intensive care unit at CHH. “By bringing various specialists
together, our clinicians work collaboratively to identify health problems in the early recovery
phase and actively treat symptoms to facilitate improvement in function and reduce symptoms.”
A referral from a primary care provider, physical therapist or pulmonary rehabilitation center is
required for patients to be seen at the post-COVID clinic. For more information, please contact
the CHH Center for Lung Health at 304-399-2881 or visit marshallhealth.org/longCOVID.

Coronavirus Statistics:
New Cases Since Oct. 10, 2022
Students: 0
Faculty: 1
Staff*: 1
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.)
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, Pleasant
Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care.
The most recent information is always available at www.marshall.edu/coronavirus/dashboard.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Nov. 2, 2022. Please send items for
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Oct. 31, 2022.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following
link: www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/October-26-2022.
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